
  
                                                  

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Greetings SWFL ASHRAE! 

 

March kept us busy in all the best ways, and now we’re rolling into 

April with more opportunities to learn, connect, and gear up for 

what’s ahead. Spring may not look very different in Florida, but our 

calendar sure does. So here’s what’s coming up this month!: 

 

CTTC April Technical Meeting: 

We’ve got an exceptional speaker lined up for April. Patricia Graef, 

ASHRAE Fellow, Professional Engineer, and Distinguished Lecturer, 

will be joining us for a deep dive into Risk Management for Building 

Water Systems. This topic is especially valuable for facilities leaders, 

engineers, and anyone responsible for buildings with cooling towers. 

Patricia brings a wealth of expertise, and the fact that she’s local 

makes this an opportunity you won’t want to miss. Join us for a lunch 

meeting at the DoubleTree on April 11th from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM. 

Come hungry for both food and knowledge! 

 

Fishing Tournament Update: 

Our legendary annual Fishing Tournament has officially locked in a 

date: June 6th! Due to venue availability, we shifted slightly from our 

original target window, but the experience will be worth the wait. 

Expect the same blend of competition, sunshine, big catches, and 

bigger stories. The formal announcement and registration details will 

be heading your way later this month so keep an eye out and start 

warming up those reels. 

 

Our chapter continues to thrive thanks to the dedicated companies 

and individuals who choose to support our mission. Their generosity 

allows us to offer strong programming, impactful educational 

opportunities, and a vibrant professional community. If your 

organization would like to join our network of supporters, we’d be 

happy to share the ways you can get involved and make a meaningful 

impact here in SWFL. 

 

Thank you, as always, for continuing to show up, participate, and 

strengthen our ASHRAE community. Your involvement is what keeps 

this chapter active, energetic, and moving forward. Looking forward 

to seeing you at our upcoming events and making April another great 

month together! 

 

 

 

 

April Lunch Meeting: 

 

Date:  

Wednesday, April 15th 2026 

 

Location:  

Double Tree by Hilton, Ft. Myers at 

the Bell Tower Shops 

 

Time:  

11:30-12:15 pm Networking 

12:15–1:30 pm Lunch & Main 

Program 

 

Presenter: 

 

 

Patricia T. Graef, P.E.,  

ASHRAE Fellow 

 

Senior Engineer 

Munters Corporation 

Region: XII 

 

pat.graef@att.net  

 



April Lunch Meeting Announcement 

 



 
 



 

 



Membership Promotion 

 

Welcome members and possible new members to our ASHRAE SWF 

Chapter! 

 

I personally want to welcome the returning members, as well as extend a hand ofcamaraderie to the prospective 

members.  Members and perspective members will include many like-minded professionals, ranging from engineers to 

construction management teams, sales professionals, building automation and estimation specialists.  All gambits of 

HVAC professional are present during our meetings, with a wealth of information at your disposal.  Just extend an 

introduction, expand on friendships developed with members. We welcome back our seasoned members, as well as our 

new members. 

 

We would like to remind our present members of the plethora of benefits, grade advancement, such as a Handbook PDF, 

an e-learning course, or a certification study guide. Advancement to a higher membership grade, with our help through the 

process. 

 

To our potential members, what can ASHRAE do for you?  Look no further for networking opportunities, technical 

resources, or career development.   Testimonials from long-time members expressing the value of ASHRAE membership, 

and how ASHRAE has helped them grow professionally.  Local events are monthly, with opportunities to chat, ask 

questions, furthering your knowledge of our expressed fields. 

 

For our students and young professionals, there are scholarship opportunities, design competitions and grant aids.  

ASHRAE is here to assist you on your path to becoming a proficient asset to your future employer. 

 

Monthly meetings will include either a “lunch and learn” atmosphere or evening meeting including dinner with the 

accompaniment of a visiting speaker.  Many opportunities to learn and expand your knowledge base of our ever-growing 

industry.  So just show up!  Show up, feel at ease, and know you’re in the company of like-minded folks that are eager to 

learn from each other and develop closer relationships. 

 

To wrap things up, we need you!  We need your presence and help!  The only way we continue to make our local chapter 

thrive is with all of us being involved.  Let’s all set a goal of supporting ASHRAE, supporting each other, and making our 

local ASHRAE chapter something to see and be proud of this new year.  Looking forward to seeing all of you at our next 

meeting or activity.  Check out the newsletter for upcoming events.  SEE YOU THERE! 

 

Jeff Brooks, Membership Promotion Chair   



   2025-2026 Sponsorship Opportunities  

 

 I would like to thank those of you who have already committed to 

sponsorships for the 25-26 society year.  

We would encourage anyone who values their membership in SWFL 

ASHRAE to review the many benefits of sponsorship detailed in the annual 

sponsorship letter attached at the end of this newsletter.  

If you have agreed to be a 25-26 sponsor and do not see your name listed 

below, please reach out.  

gdevore@bandiflorida.com / (239) 671-6448 

Thank you, we appreciate your continued support. 

 

Student Activities  

 

ASHRAE Southwest Florida Chapter Invests in Future HVAC Leadership with High School Scholarship 

Awards 

FORT MYERS, FL — On March 11, 2026, the ASHRAE Southwest Florida (SWFL) Chapter proudly 

announced the recipients of its annual youth scholarship program, awarding $500 scholarships to two 

standout high school seniors poised to become the next generation of leaders in the HVAC industry. 

The 2026 scholarship recipients are: 

• Alyssa Bryant – North Fort Myers High School 

• Deetya Gogineni – Dunbar High School 

These awards recognize students who have demonstrated exceptional academic commitment and a 

burgeoning interest in the fields of heating, ventilation, air conditioning, and refrigeration. By 

supporting these local scholars, the SWFL Chapter continues its mission to bridge the gap between 

secondary education and professional engineering careers. 

 

“Investing in students like Alyssa and Deetya is an investment in the sustainability and innovation of our 

industry,” said a spokesperson for the SWFL Chapter. “Their dedication to excellence reflects the core 

values of ASHRAE, and we are honored to support their journey as they transition into higher education 

and professional development.” 

The SWFL Chapter remains dedicated to fostering local talent through mentorship and financial support, 

ensuring that the Southwest Florida region remains at the forefront of building sciences and 

environmental technology. 

 

 

DIAMOND 

SPONSHORSHIP: 

Tom Barrow Company 

  

 

 

 



Upcoming Meetings 

 

 



 Thank you to our Sponsors 

 

   



YEAR-ROUND MOBILE ENGAGEMENT – ASHRAE 365 

 

Download ASHRAE 365 using the buttons below from your mobile device or search on the App Store or 

Google Play. 

Welcome to ASHRAE 365 – a free app providing year-round updates on all things ASHRAE. This 2-minute video provides 

a quick overview of what ASHRAE 365 has to offer including information about events and the ability to connect with 

other members, find resources, and support ASHRAE. 

 

 

 

 

 


